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a more valuable user experience.”
UPM off ers a comprehensive inven-

tory of products including nickel alloys, 
titanium, stainless steel, cobalt alloys, 
PRODEC®, alloy steel, cobalt chrome 
moly, and aluminum in sheet, coil, strip, 
custom thin gauge strip, plate, bar and 
near net shapes. United Performance 
Metals (UPM), an O’Neal Industries 
affi  liate company, is a specialty met-
als solutions center serving customers 
in a variety of industries including 
aerospace, defense, space, fastener, 
medical, power generation, oil and gas, 
semiconductor, and many others.   
www.upmet.com 

Brad Gallagher to  
Business Development  
Manager at ND Industries

ND Industries, Clawson, MI, USA, 
has hired Brad Gallagher as Applica-
tions Engineer and Business Develop-
ment Manager. He will be focused on 
the growing electric vehicle industry, 
as well as the aerospace and industrial 
markets, while fostering ongoing rela-
tionships with clients across the Western 
United States. As a trusted partner, 
Gallagher will work with new as well 
as existing customers to determine how 
ND Industries can help in solving their 
problems.

Gallagher’s career path has allowed 
him to work with world-renowned 
chemical manufacturing companies 
that specialize in fasteners and adhesive 
technology. 

Starting in the laboratory, Gallagher  
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was quickly recognized for his technical 
know-how and communication skills. 
He has since worked in Account Man-
ager and Business Development roles, 
handling large OEM accounts.

Brad Gallagher intends to draw on 
his background in the automotive in-
dustry to collaborate with engineers and 
managers to develop technical solutions 
that meet their product requirements. 
www.ndindustries.com

Dimac & Angor-Intools  
at USA Trade Shows: 
Italy/USA Partnership  

Despite pandemic-related restric-
tions, Dimac Srl and Angor-Intools 
Inc. made a major breakthrough by 
exhibiting in the International Fastener 
Expo 2021 in Las Vegas, NV, USA, and 
attending the Fasteners Fair USA in 
Cleveland, OH, USA. Continued...

Via Cabella Lattuada 41  23841  
 Annone Brianza   Lc   Italy

 +39-0341-263090  
 p.tocchetti@cometo.eu 

www.cometo.ws
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The shows had been a great opportu-
nity to argue with the North American 
manufacturers about the most important 
concerns in the fasteners production 
processes and share the Dimac Know-
How to predict and detect the production 
of nonconforming pieces, guaranteeing 
constant quality control.

Andrew Dreger, CEO of Angor-
Intools Inc., the offi  cial distributor of 
Dimac machines for North America 
and Canada, met the customers with 
their experts interested in the new 100% 
inspection and sorting projects. 

The audience confi rmed the inter-
est in Dimac’s new advanced vision 
system based on AI algorithms to de-
tect dimensional defects and surface 
anomalies, internal or external thread 
damages, presence of hints, dents, burrs, 
and chips.

The demand for high-speed NDT 
controls has been one of the main con-

cerns in these exhibitions.
Dimac off ers machines with state-of-

the-art Eddy current equipment for crack 
detection and heat treatment inspec-
tion with a very user-friendly teach-in 
operator interface, allowing to detect 
thin cracks and separating the parts by 
hardness classes.

Right after the show, new projects 
have been opened with prime North 
American fasteners producers for cus-
tom 100% automatic inspection and 
sorting machines dedicated to automo-
tive and hydraulic parts.

Dimac has planned new investments 
in 2022 in Artifi cial Intelligence and into 
a new machine-as-a-service paradigm, 
based on the concept of a network of 
Pay Per Use machines ready to go on 
customer’s productivity demand.

To learn more, visit:   
www.dimacsrl.com

CERATIZIT Celebrates  
a Century of Experience

A century of experience is not only 
a reason for the Luxembourg-based 
CERATIZIT Group to reflect on 
the past. Forming part of the Plansee 
Group, the cutting tools and hard ma-
terials specialist can draw on in-depth 
experience going back a century as the 
basis for developing new solutions and 
services for cutting tools today and in 
the future. 

On the occasion of the anniversary 
festivities, His Royal Highness, the 
Hereditary Grand Duke of Luxembourg 
and Luxembourg’s Minister of Eco-

nomic Aff airs, Franz Fayot, visited the 
company in Mamer.

When Dr. Paul Schwarzkopf found-
ed Metallwerk Plansee GmbH on 
June 24, 1921, in addition to paving 
the way for the industrial manufacture 
of tungsten and molybdenum prod-
ucts—and thus for countless product 
developments of modern life, hee also 
laid the foundations for the CERATIZIT 
Group resulting from the 2002 merger 
of Plansee Tizit and Luxemburg-based 
CERAMETAL.

“We are proud of our 100 years of 
expertise, which after all amounts to 
a fruitful combination of pioneering 
thinking and innovative creativity,” 
comments Thierry Wolter, a Member 
of the Executive Board of the CERA-
TIZIT Group. 

This experience forms the basis for 
the development of technologically 
ground-breaking and intelligent carbide 
products, which ensure that customers 
of CERATIZIT Group can always face 
the many challenges of the future with 
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Company Profi le: 
Mule Technology was created to address the skills 
gap currently facing the fastener manufacturing in-
dustry. By making the thread rolling process easier 
to learn and setups repeatable, manufactures can 
increase the pool of available labor and drive down 
costs. Ken LeVey, who is the inventor of Mule Tech-
nology™, has been successfully disrupting the fas-
tener industry for the past 21 years. LeVey has been 
granted more than 60 patents with 35 active patents 
generating more than US$400 million in high-margin 
products. Until the establishment of Mule Technol-
ogy, LeVey’s thread rolling and fastener innovation 
expertise has never been accessible to the broader 
fastener manufacturing market.    
www.muletechnology.com
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EMPHASIS: Rebuild & Upgrade

the Rate would be 0.008" or 8.   
Rate = Die Finish Distance – Die Start Distance
Through initial studies, Mule Technology has discovered 

Rate aff ects the taper of a screw. Traditionally, there are two 
main ways an operator adjusts a setup to straighten a tapered 
screw, increasing the overall pressure and/or tilting the die 
with shims. However, the data shows an adjustment in the 
Rate is a more eff ective procedure to ensure high die life.

Figure 2 shows how Rate aff ects the taper of M5 x 0.8 
machine screws. The fi rst screw samples were produced with 
a Rate of 7, meaning the fi nish side of the die is 0.007" fur-
ther from the die pocket back than the start side of the die or 
0.007" more fi nish pressure. These samples had a 0.001" taper 
and were below the minimum major diameter specifi cation 
of 0.1900". By increasing the Rate to 8 or adding 0.001" of 
pressure to only the fi nish side of the die, the samples come 
within specifi cation and straighten out. The taper is eliminated. 

As the Rate is further increased to 9 and then 10, continu-
ing to add 0.001" of pressure to only the fi nish side of the 
die, the samples taper in the opposite direction. As the Rate 
increases, so does the taper.

The team at Mule Technology admits that it is just begin-
ning to understand the infl uence of Rate in thread forming, 
but the team is excited to bring the industry a new method for 
optimizing thread rolling. All packaged in a high-tech, lower 

cost retrofi t kit, giving fastener manufacturers more options 
to modernize their operations and plan for the future. 

To learn more, contact the author at Mule Technology or 
visit the Mule Technology website.  
www.muletechnology.com


