
Sorting & Inspecting Roundup
ible reference from afar, a three-color luminous tower 
with alarm siren is also available.
“Every single unit features a pneumatic valve that 
turns compressed air on and off, to safely secure the 
system, best distinguish the working phases from the 
configuration ones and prevent further errors in the 
event of a wrong application result.
“CONTROLRIV4.0 works with tools for rivet nuts 
RIV938, RIV939, RIV949 and RIV916B as well as 
with tools for blind rivets RIV503, RIV504, RIV508, 
RIV511B and RIV300.” www.rivit.it

100% Inspection: A Near Future Vision
Alex Bar of Dimac Srl, Tortona (AL), Italy, says, 
“Increasing automation and the latest regula-
tory compliance requirements for fasteners have led 
manufacturers to reevaluate the 100% inspection and 
sorting concept, which in the production process is a 
key part to guarantee a reliable supply of high-quality 
products to customers. 
“Automotive, aerospace, electrical engineering, pre-
cision mechanics and optics are the sectors where 
the most advanced technologies are applied in the 
process of producing fasteners, so the same level of 
technology is expected from suppliers to prevent the 
production of defective parts through state-of-the-art 
inspection and sorting solutions. 
“Dimac constantly invests in R&D to meet this de-
mand, and one of the results is the introduction in 
MCVx vision software of Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
algorithms to allow and improve the inspection of 
surface defects that only the human eye could detect 
and judge. Any cylindrical and flat surface of the 
part can be scanned with lasers and digital cameras 
to recognize any small discrepancies in the piece. The 
goal is to fully replace the human manual sorting, to 
reduce costs and obtain a more reliable control. 

“Moreover, AI algorithms integrate with company 
ERP systems to exchange a large amount of data 
regarding every single batch of fasteners, including 
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measured characteristics, attribute defects and statisti-
cal calculations, tracking statistics about everything 
regarding the quality of every single fastening ele-
ment produced.
“Dimac is also integrating new technologies in the 
development of an innovative ‘machine as a service’ 
solution for the sharing of 100% automatic inspection 
and sorting equipment for fasteners to all those com-
panies that need to improve the capacity of their pro-
duction departments. With the servitization, Dimac 
aims to transform the business model by integrating 
a product service system instead of purchasing new 
production equipment. The product service would be 
accessible through a cloud ICT infrastructure for the 
remote management of the activity, ensuring certainty 
and measurability concerning control performance, 
reliability and cost.
“Last but not least, Dimac has even implemented tech-
nological solutions for prompt service support: DRA+ 
is an app, available for tablets and smart phones, with 
which any customer in the world can call for remote 
support through a protected live video chat with 
Dimac Service. Accessing the operator’s smart phone 
camera, Dimac technical staff can film or snapshot 
the situation as well as provide aid written or drawn 
instructions by augmented reality tools which are 
displayed on the visor of the operator, who don’t need 
to wait for a technical visit on site.” www.dimacsrl.com

Turn-Key Automated Packaging  
Systems with Integrated Counters
Raven Easton, Marketing/Project Manager, Batch-
ing Systems, Inc., Prince Frederick, MD, USA, says, 
“Batching Systems, Inc. specializes in engineered 
automated packaging solutions. We have been engi-
neering, manufacturing and integrating packaging 
lines for over 30 years. We offer full turn-key integra-
tion of our patented counters to virtually any type 
bagger, magnetic orientation system, box handling 
equipment, blister carousel, clamshell system and 
container handling equipment. 
“Batchmaster® Counters are the only counters that use 
patented dual view scanners that provide the high-
est accuracy count possible. Out of tolerance parts 
are rejected prior to entering a package. The latest 
Batchmaster IV counter (BMIV) is an accurate high-
speed counting system that detects and rejects parts 
one-third smaller or larger than a target part thereby 
separating (sorting) the good parts from the bad. The 
processing unit is designed with a transparent front 
panel for visual inspection of gate movement and 
product flow. These counters can easily integrate with 
upstream and downstream packaging equipment. 



mental impact and ensures the prompt 
delivery of goods for everyone. 
www.bekaert.com   
www.cst.ch

Frank Koch to   
Chief Executive Offi  cer   
of Swiss Steel Group

Frank Koch will become the Chief 
Executive Offi  cer (CEO) of Swiss Steel 
Group, headquartered in Lucerne, Swit-
zerland, a global leader in special long 
steel, on July 1, 2021. 

The Swiss Steel Board of Directors 
has appointed Koch as CEO in Decem-
ber 2020, eff ective no later than January 
1, 2022, and has now reached an agree-
ment with his previous employer for 
an earlier start date. The current CEO, 
Clemens Iller, will leave the company 
on June 30, 2021.

Frank Koch successfully led and re-
structured the long-established German 
steel producer GMH Group (Georgs-

marienhütte) as CEO in 2017 until the 
end of December 2020. 

Since 2008, he has been responsible 
for various functions within the GMH 
Group. He began his career as CSO 
and Head of Logistics for the largest 
company in the GMH Group, the steel 
mill in Georgsmarienhütte. 

Then in 2015, he became Chief Oper-
ating Offi  cer (COO) of the entire GMH 
Group and thus joined the Executive 
Board as Managing Director. 

Frank Koch began his career in 1991 
with an apprenticeship in industrial gen-
eral administration in the steel division 
of ThyssenKrupp. Following this, he 
held various management positions in 
the ThyssenKrupp Group including at 
Deutsche Edelstahlwerke, now a part 
of the Swiss Steel Group, before taking 
on responsibility for strategy and sales 
at leading Italian steel producer Danieli
from 2003 to 2005. 

In 2005, Koch returned to Deutsche 
Edelstahlwerke, where he was respon-

sible for sales and strategy until the be-
ginning of 2008. To learn more, visit: 
www.swisssteel-group.com

Atotech Appoints   
Sarah Spray as Global  
Head of Investor Relations

Berlin, Germany-based Atotech, a 
leading specialty chemicals technol-
ogy company and a market leader in 
advanced electroplating solutions, an-
nounced that Sarah Spray has joined 
the company as Global Head of Investor 
Relations & Communications. Based 
in New York, NY, USA, she will report 
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